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A major legal victory on pesticides has just been won in the UK High Court in a
case against the UK Government (page 3). Shortly after moving to the
countryside with her family as a child, Georgina Downs started suffering from a
range of mysterious ailments including flu-like symptoms, blistering inside her
mouth and severe muscle wasting. After ruling out many medical conditions Ms
Downs explored the possibility that pesticides (she lived next to sprayed fields)
could explain the ill health that she, her family and other rural residents were
experiencing. Over years she documented the health impact experienced by
many rural residents gradually building a compelling case. She identified that
the procedure used by the UK government to assess the risks of pesticides did
not take into account the chronic long term exposure experienced by people
living next to sprayed fields. After continuous dismissal of her evidence by the
UK Government she took her case to the High Court and has now won. It remains
to be seen how the UK Government will respond.

European consumers’ anxiety about pesticide residues in food has led to
numerous initiatives to minimise the residues remaining on the harvested crop.
But what of flowers? Consumers demand a perfect bloom and rarely consider
residues. Floriculture has been known for its high use of pesticides. This, coupled
with inadequate work conditions, has led to ill health in workers. A factsheet
published in this issue documents the economics of the industry and the
pesticides used. It summarises published health studies and looks at initiatives to
improve current conditions (page 19).

We also bring examples of change in action. In Kenya, the initiative of the Real
IPM company has turned around floriculture (page 6). Its two founders worked to
identify insects that prey on the spider mite (the main pest of roses and
carnations) and then developed economic methods of producing them in large
quantities. They are now turning around the rose and carnation production in
Kenya. They provide a great example of the impact a couple of motivated and
energetic people can make. The Kenyan Government has also to be commended
for developing a rapid system allowing their biological controls to be registered
and used. 

This year’s Rachel Carson Memorial Lecture will
be delivered by Chuck Benbrook of The Organic
Center in Oregon. With decades of experience
working on agricultural policy in Washington DC
Chuck is well-placed to comment on
contemporary trends in pest management. Over
the years he has watched the rise of systemic
pesticides, a type of pesticide that is taken up by
and moves throughout a plant. He predicts that,
just as with organochlorines in the 1960s and
1970s, systemic pesticides may have unpredicted consequences. He argues that
the Colony Collapse Disorder, now being witnessed globally within bee
populations could be the first such impact. If you miss the lecture you can read
his message here (page 12).
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