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It is not so often progress comes in quantum leaps. But just last month the
government of Benin announced they were banning endosulfan with rumours
that other West African nations might follow suit (page 3). As one of the
pesticides responsible for thousands of poisonings in the developing world each
year endosulfan has been a target of PAN campaigning for over a decade. Its
elimination from a region of the world that has suffered too long from its use is
more than welcome and more than overdue.

But all is not rosy. Over 1.6 million litres of endosulfan stocks are still available in
West Africa and these will be used is the coming season before the ban takes
effect. Endosulfan will have one final killing season.

And more news for those interested in organic cotton.We report on an effective
pest control tool for organic cotton growers (page 5). Spraying simple insect
food substances onto cotton plants during their growth can encourage beneficial
insects and reduce the numbers of pest insects. Data from the first year of field
trials in Benin are very promising.We will continue to report on this technology
as it develops.

We also report on the cutting edge of organic cotton consumer trends (page 15).
Organic cotton clothing has travelled a long way from the early days when items
were functional and sensible to the current marketplace where items are
fashionable and sophisticated. A new PAN UK grant for fashion design students
to use organic cotton fabrics in their ranges will help to stimulate this  trend.

We also report on a successful European initiative to ensure compliance with
both the letter and spirit of the Montreal Protocol.Where the United States and
other developed countries have repeatedly stalled the European Community
(EC) has led the way, committing itself whole-heartedly to a complete phase out
of methyl bromide (page 12). The EC has worked with CABI to gather and
disseminate information on alternatives and to develop procedures to help users
make the switch away from methyl bromide and towards less damaging
alternatives. The model they have developed could be used in other parts of the
world.

A topic sure to generate heated debate is that of
genetically modified crops. Do they live up to their
makers promise and reduce the use of harmful
chemical pesticides? A new report by Friends of
the Earth sums up available data which casts more
than a hint of doubt over these claims (page 8).
Increasing incidences of glyphosate-resistance in
weed species is forcing farmers to apply ever-
increasing amounts of glyphosate on the crops.
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AFRICA
PAN Africa
BP 15938, Dakar-FANN
Senegal
Tel: (221) 33 825 4914
Fax: (221) 33 825 1443
panafrica@pan-afrique.org
www.pan-afrique.org

ASIA/PACIFIC
PAN Asia and the Pacific
PO Box 1170
10850 Penang, Malaysia
Tel: (60-4) 657 0271
Fax: (60-4) 658 3960
panap@panap.net
www.panap.net

EUROPE
PAN Europe is facilitated 
by PAN UK and PAN Germany 
www.pan-europe.info
elliott-paneurope@pan-uk.org

PAN Germany
Nernstweg 32
22765 Hamburg, Germany
Tel: (49-40) 399 191022
Fax: (49-40) 390 7520
info@pan-germany.org
www.pan-germany.org

www.pan-international.org
links to all PAN Regional
Centres

LATIN AMERICA
RAPAL (PAN Latin America)
Coordinadora Regional
Av. Providencia No365, depto. No41
Providencia, Santiago de Chile
Tel/Fax: (56-2) 341 6742
rapal@rapal.cl
www.rap-al.org

NORTH AMERICA
PAN North America
49 Powell St., 5th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94102, US
Tel: (1-415) 981 1771
Fax: (1-415) 981 1991
panna@panna.org
www.panna.org
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